THE CITY OF
GREATER GEELONG

MEDIA STATEMENT

—-‘
CITY OF GREATER —-—
GEELONG

2341-2349 Bellarine Highway, Point Lonsdale

Monday 29 September 2025

Quotes attributed to City of Greater Geelong Mayor Stretch Kontelj OAM:

The Department of Transport and Planning (DTP) is currently in discussions regarding Coles'
application for a supermarket at 2341-2349 Bellarine Highway, Point Lonsdale. This process is being
conducted through the Development Facilitation Program (DFP), which is specifically designed for
projects of state significance.

As part of the pre-application process, the City of Greater Geelong has raised substantial concerns
about the proposal, including strategic misalignment, environmental impacts, infrastructure
limitations, and conflicts with retail policy.

Coles is engaging directly with the Department of Planning, as is standard for applications
progressing through the DFP. The Council’s role has been to provide feedback and advice when
requested by the DTP, ensuring our community’s perspectives and local considerations are clearly
communicated.

While rezoning remains a secondary consideration, it is not the preferred or most effective pathway
as a pre- application is currently under consideration for this proposal.

Given the scale and complexity involved, if a rezoning is considered more appropriate by the
Minister, the Minister has the authority to initiate and progress such amendments, and Council
respects this distinction within the planning process.

| remain committed to constructive engagement with all stakeholders, including the Minister, the
Department, and our local community, to ensure a transparent and coordinated approach as this
matter progresses.

Media inquiries:

Katie Barter

Acting Corporate Communications Manager
Ph: 0477 407 536
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