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Community calls on Minister to reject supermarket at Swan Bay gateway

Residents of Queenscliff and Point Lonsdale have again voiced strong opposition to the
proposed Coles supermarket at the Swan Bay “gateway” site, with more than 350 people
attending a community meeting on Tuesday night.

The community hopes and expects that the Minister for Planning will uphold the planning
scheme and reject the proposal. Local planning policies and controls are clear: major retalil
should be located within existing town centres, not on the Bellarine Highway fringe beside
the internationally significant Swan Bay Ramsar wetlands.

The Borough of Queenscliffe (BoQ) is expected to take the next step by formally
requesting that the City of Greater Geelong rezone the site from Commercial 2 Zone to a
Special Use Zone, as agreed by both Councils in the Point Lonsdale Structure Plan (2009)
and as referenced in the planning scheme. This rezoning would restore the proper and
orderly planning intent for the site.

The proposal
The plans under consideration show:

* A3,000 m2 Coles supermarket.

« A 150 m? Liquorland outlet.

*  Approximately 150 car spaces.

* Alarge truck turning area directly adjoining Swan Bay.

Together these uses would cover around 75% of the site in buildings, parking, and
hardstand. While not yet a formal planning application, the project is very much “live” and
under active consideration by the Minister through the Department’s development
facilitation process.

Why the community opposes it

*  The development would devastate the existing shopping centres in Queenscliff and
Point Lonsdale, drawing trade and investment away from established centres.

* It represents gross overdevelopment of a sensitive and highly visible gateway site.

* ltis opportunistic, relying on a zoning anomaly created years ago, and disregards
the long-standing policy framework that has consistently ruled out out-of-centre
supermarkets.

* It directly conflicts with the Geelong Retail Strategy, the Point Lonsdale Structure
Plan, and Clause 11.03-6L-01 (Bellarine Peninsula) of the planning scheme, which
emphasise low-scale, tourism-related use and protection of Swan Bay’s scenic
qualities.



Community message

“This proposal is fundamentally at odds with everything the planning scheme says about
Swan Bay, the gateway to Point Lonsdale, and the role of our shopping centres,” a
spokesperson said. “It is grossly out of character, environmentally risky, and economically
destructive. We trust the Minister will reject it.”



