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PRESS RELEASE:

Ramsar Expansion Welcome — But Coles Beside Swan Bay Makes No
Sense, Says STOP

The community group STOP has welcomed the State Government’s proposal to expand the
internationally significant Swan Bay Ramsar area, but says it is deeply contradictory for the
Government to simultaneously consider approving a Coles supermarket development right
beside those same protected waterways.

“The Ramsar extension is the right move — but allowing a 3,000-square-metre supermarket
and massive car park within a drop punt of the new boundary defies logic,” a STOP
spokesperson said. “You can’t expand wetland protection with one hand and undermine it with
the other.”

Swan Bay is part of the Port Phillip Bay (Western Shoreline) and Bellarine Peninsula Ramsar
Site, internationally recognised for its habitat value and migratory bird populations. The
proposed Ramsar enlargement, supported by environmental groups and residents alike, would
bring the protected boundary to within metres of the Coles site at 2341-2349 Bellarine
Highway.

Both the City of Greater Geelong (CoGG) and the Borough of Queenscliffe (BoQ) have
identified a zoning anomaly in the current planning scheme that makes the supermarket
proposal inconsistent with established local and regional policies. CoGG formally wrote to the
Minister for Planning four weeks ago seeking that the Minister rezone the land to correct the
anomaly and reflect its environmental sensitivity — but the Minister has not formally
responded, adding further uncertainty for residents, traders, and investors.

STOP notes that there would be no compensation payable to Coles if the rezoning proceeds
through the standard planning scheme amendment process.

“All proper procedures give Coles every opportunity to justify its case before an independent
panel,” the spokesperson said. “It's a fair, transparent and democratic process — exactly what
our planning system is supposed to deliver.” Both CoGG and the Borough of Queenscliffe
support rezoning, consistent with what the current planning scheme already calls for.

The group has also condemned the Minister for Planning’s ongoing word games, saying the
Minister continues to insist that ‘no formal planning application has been lodged’ by Coles
while acknowledging that her department is actively considering a Coles proposal under the
State’s Development Facilitation Program.
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“No more clever word games,” the spokesperson said. “You can't tell the public there’s ‘no
application 'while secretly reviewing a proposal. The community deserves honesty and
transparency — release the project details now.”

STOP expressed disappointment that Alison Marchant MP, the Member for Bellarine, has
declined to commit to attend the next community meeting, with her spokeswoman confirming
she is unable to do so pending the Minister’s response to the CoGG.

“Residents expect their local member to stand up, listen, and explain how a supermarket
beside a Ramsar wetland could possibly make sense,” the spokesperson said.

The group emphasised that it is not opposed to all development. In fact, STOP is working up
concepts for how the site could be developed in an environmentally sensitive way, consistent
with current planning scheme policies and Swan Bay’s ecological character.

“There are far better ways to use this land than a big-box supermarket,” the spokesperson
said. “The community is ready to demonstrate low-impact, environmentally responsible
alternatives that meet the planning scheme and respect Swan Bay’s natural character. From
this unwelcome threat at a key gateway site could arise a wonderful environmental and
educational centre for the whole Bellarine.”
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