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Minister Passes the Buck on Coles Supermarket — Alison Marchant Offers No Clarity 

STOP says the Minister for Planning’s response to the Borough of Queenscliffe shows a 

disturbing attempt to outsource responsibility for the controversial Coles proposal to the City 

of Greater Geelong (CoGG), rather than having her own department properly manage the 

process. 

“The Minister’s letter confirms that her Department is running a confidential pre-application 

process for Coles,” a STOP spokesperson said. “Yet instead of her planners engaging directly 

with the proponent to raise the obvious issues about conflict with every aspect of the 

planning scheme, she’s pushed the matter back to CoGG. It is the Department’s job to 

identify these problems — not to sit back and wait for Council to do it for them.” 

 

CoGG’s Position Reflects the Planning Scheme 

STOP noted that CoGG’s criticisms of the proposal reflect the requirements of the current 

Planning Scheme, which clearly identifies that this site — located on the Swan Bay approach 

to Point Lonsdale — should not be developed for large-scale retail. 

 

   

“The Council’s position isn’t political,” the spokesperson said. “It’s drawn directly from 

adopted planning policy, the Point Lonsdale Structure Plan, and the Bellarine Distinctive 

Area and Landscape Statement.” 

The Minister’s planners can agree with that. 

STOP commended both CoGG and the Borough of Queenscliffe (BoQ) for their strong and 

principled stance in opposing what it described as “a horrible development with no 

redeeming features.” 

 

Concerns Over the Development Facilitation Program 

The Minister’s letter also reveals the supermarket proposal is being considered under the 

Development Facilitation Program (DFP) — a process that it is understood approves over 95 
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per cent of applications and operates outside normal public scrutiny.“ That’s how they roll — 

the ‘tick-and-flick ’section,” the spokesperson said. “Once pre-approval is given, the end 

result with a planning application is just a formality.” 

“It’s alarming that a project of this scale and environmental sensitivity could be handled 

through a fast-track mechanism,” the spokesperson said. 

“A two-unit residential development would face greater transparency, public notice, and the 

potential for VCAT review — yet this proposal can be considered behind closed doors with 

no external review. Given past experience, we are concerned that any meaningful public 

consultation is a furphy.” 

 

 

Ministerial and Local Accountability 

STOP also responded to Alison Marchant MP’s latest statement claiming she has been 

lobbying the Minister’s office. 

“Unfortunately, she has not explained to the community what she is lobbying for,” the 

spokesperson said. 

“The group has put to her a 12-point fact check outlining what the current planning scheme 

says — but she has refused to endorse it, instead hand-balling every question to the Minister, 

saying it’s ‘not a formal application.’ 

‘‘It’s a game of political pass-the-parcel while the community is left in the dark.” The 

spokeperson added. 

STOP added that other Labor parliamentarians have publicly objected to planning proposals 

in their own electorates, demonstrating that it is entirely appropriate for MPs to stand with 

their communities on such matters“ There’s nothing principled about silence,” the 

spokesperson said. “The community deserves open advocacy, not avoidance. Our members 

are asking why Alison has gone missing.” 

“Both the Minister and the local member are talking about process rather than outcomes, 

while the Department continues to ‘consider ’a supermarket beside an internationally 

significant Ramsar wetland.” 
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Community Meeting – 21 November 

STOP has invited Alison Marchant MP to address the next community meeting on Friday 21 

November at 6pm at the Point Lonsdale Surf Lifesaving Club. 

“She will be given a friendly reception and the respect that is warranted by her position,” the 

spokesperson said. 

“This would be an ideal opportunity for her to clarify what she’s lobbying for and how the 

Government plans to deal with this proposal.” 

“The Minister shouldn’t be outsourcing responsibility to Council while her Department 

privately assesses a developer’s plan. 

The community shouldn’t have to fight for transparency on a proposal that contradicts every 

principle of good planning.” 

STOP says it will continue to advocate for a proper, public, and transparent process 

consistent with the Point Lonsdale Structure Plan, the Bellarine Distinctive Area and 

Landscape Statement, and the expanded Ramsar protections recently announced by the State 

Government. 

The community expects integrity in the administration of the planning scheme. 

 

The STOP Group 22 October 2025 

 


