
STOP Community Meeting 21 November  
Summary Points from the meeting  
 
Alison Marchant member for Bellarine  

• Re-iterated that there is still no application 
• Stressed that should Coles move to an application there will be a 2 week period 

of public notice 
• Stated that it was a shame that CoGG had not initiated the re-zoning 
• Advised that the Minister for Planning had written to CoGG requesting that they 

progress the re-zoning  
• Has met with Coles and they are aware of the community’s concerns 
• Gave an undertaking to stand by the community 
• Noted that the community knows best 
 
Note: Post the meeting Alison has been asked for a current public statement in 
relation to the proposed development  
 
 
Will Johnston President of the Swan Bay Environment Association 
• Detailed history of the devastation wrought on the local vegetation since 

colonisation 
• Informative and educative presentation about the species that inhabit Swan 

Bay; their habits; the vulnerabilities; the urgent need to protect their habitat and 
the dire environmental consequences of a large scale development such as 
Coles 

• There is an environmentally sensitive alternative -The Lighthouse Project-Habitat 
Rehabilitation, Education and Community Engagement   

 
Note: Will ‘s paper and a video of Swan Bay have been posted on the website 
 
 
Q&A segment 
• Why wasn’t CoGG at the meeting (response - they had been invited many times) 
• Planning and zoning history -what/ if any are the barriers to rezoning; can more 

community pressure be applied to CoGG to rezone 
• Why is the even Minister considering accepting an application given the Ramsar 

protections and the concerns of the community 
• Can the 2 Mayors and the Member for Bellarine meet to discuss, and come to an 

agreement to re-zone 
• The community fears that precedents for similar developments not wanted by 

the community have been approved 
Note: the 12 key points in relation to the planning issues are available on this site 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Trish Berry Chair of the Stop Steering Committee Speech _key points  
 
Thank you all so much for coming and for your ongoing support. It feels a bit like we 
have wheeled the trojan horse into the site and thousands of those wanting to fight the 
good fight have poured out (metaphorically of course!)  
 
We started out just over 2 months as a very small group, we organised a community 
meeting, over 350 locals came along and here we are today. We have collected over 
3500 online signatures to our petition and 1500 signatories to a statement of objection 
yes those fighters in that horse .We have had thousands and thousands of views on our 
face book and media exposure in print and on radio. 
 
 
We have heard and seen Bob Brown make a strong statement of support for the 
campaign, yes the man who saved the Franklin and has become a true environmental 
protection warrior wants to help save Swan Bay.  
 
Together we have created a strong campaign visual presence across the 3225 
postcode.. everyone but everyone has to have seen the No Coles at Swan Bay signs.  
 
If you want to know more, we send regular bulletins to our mailing list so if you are not 
on our mailing list please join, or have a look at our website and face book site for 
regular updates.  
 
So where to from here?  
 
Tonight we will hear from our local member Alison Marchant and we thank her for 
coming along to speak to and hear from the local community. We will also hear about 
an alternative vision for the site and so please listen to, reflect on and share Will’s 
thoughts on what would be a truly wonderful path on which we could tread softly in the 
future.  
 
Something we can all do is to continue to paint the town red.. please put up signs, 
create your own, fly red and white materials talk it up and share your thoughts with 
our vox pop roving reporters over the next few weeks. 
 
 
Write to the Minister for Planning advising her of your concerns and what you 
would like to see as the outcome  ie THAT THE DEVELOPMENT NOT BE APPROVED 
given the breadth and seriousness of the concerns and impacts on the Ramsar 
listed wetlands. We are developing a pro forma letter you can send to do this,  
   
And lastly keeping the wheels on the horse oiled and turning requires funding. So we 
would appreciate any donations you are able to make. We are a small community-



based group, we are not incorporated, nor are we are registered charity. This means we 
are unable to provide receipts, and the donations are not tax deductible.  
 
We can assure you however that the any donations are put into a designated bank, 
expenditure is agreed and monitored by our 8 person steering committee including 2 
lawyers. 
 
Once again, a sincere thank you .. Together we can do this. 
 
 
 


