MEDIA RELEASE
Planning protection removed from Coles site at Swan Bay by Planning Minister

A recent State Government planning amendment has removed a key requirement
to rezone land at the entrance to Point Lonsdale, commonly known as the Coles
site at Swan Bay, raising concerns about transparency and future development
outcomes.

Amendment VC245, gazetted on 13 February 2026, altered the Point Lonsdale
Structure Plan map, replacing the directive for the Coles site at Swan Bay:

“Rezone for tourist accommodation/activity”
with the wording:
“Potential or Future Tourist Accommodation/Activity”

The removal of the word “rezone” changes how the policy would be implemented
in practice. The new wording is also confusing and unclear - it provides no defined
pathway for achieving the intended outcome and replaces a specific action with
vague and confusing language.

The previous wording followed several years of public consultation and detailed
review by the City of Greater Geelong and the Borough of Queenscliffe, and was
tested through an independent planning panel process appointed by the State
Government. That panel specifically recommended rezoning the site to a Special
Use Zone to facilitate tourism use and prevent retail development.

Neither the City of Greater Geelong nor the Borough of Queenscliffe were
consulted on the removal of the rezoning direction. Council officers at both
Councils were surprised by the change, with the first indication being when the
planning scheme was amended.

The matter has been raised with local Member for Bellarine Alison Marchant, who
advised that the Department considers the change to be minor. She was unaware
of whether consultation occurred with the change.

The site is highly sensitive within the community, with more than 4,000 people
having signed a petition opposing the proposed Coles development. The Minister
has confirmed that she has received a proposal from Coles for the site, however
details of the proposal have not been released publicly.



Trish Berry, speaking on behalf of STOP, said the change raises serious concerns.

“The original plan was clear - it said the land should be rezoned for tourism use.
That direction has now been removed and replaced with wording that is confusing
and uncertain.”

“This site has already been the subject of significant community concern. More
than 4,000 people have signed a petition, and there is an active proposal before
the Minister. In that context, removing a clear planning direction without
consultation is deeply concerning.”

“If the change has no real effect, as suggested, then it is difficult to understand
why the clear wording has been replaced at all.”

No explanation has been provided as to why the rezoning requirement was
removed. STOP are calling for the Minister to reject the Coles proposal on the
same grounds that the City of Greater Geelong have opposed the development.



