
 

Stop behind closed doors development  
Talk openly about what is happening 
Own the issue, impacts and consequences  
Protect the Bellarine, our heritage, our traders, our future 

 
STOP group talking points 
 
‘So what’s this all about?  I hear Coles is proposing to build a supermarket on 
a site near Swan Bay.’ 
 
• We are working to save the villages and save our main streets for the residents 

who live and work here, and for the holiday makers and tourists who choose to 
visit each year.   

• We want to stop inappropriate development on a sensitive site to protect the 
livelihood of our communities, and to protect an important wetlands environment. 

• The site is very close to internationally recognised wetlands, which would be 
harmed if the development went ahead. 

• The land was wrongly zoned ‘commercial’ years ago, and both City of Geelong 
and Borough of Queenscliffe councils admit this error. 

• We propose the land be used for tourism and environmental activities in line with 
City of Greater Geelong planning policy.  

• There would not only be a supermarket on the site, it’s also the associated works:  
roads widened, truck deliveries at all hours, increased traffic and bright lights at 
night. 

• It’s not about protecting the interests of the IGA stores, it’s about saving our main 
streets, and saving the villages.  There are other supermarkets a short drive 
away. 

• When you shop locally and support local businesses, the community is better off 
through salaries paid to local employees, and support for local suppliers, 
sponsorships and community groups. 

• Just look at Portarlington, where two IGA stores, a bakery and a butcher closed 
after the Woolworths supermarket opened there. 

 
We want: 
• The City of Greater Geelong Mayor, Councillors and Planning Department to 

begin the process for rezoning the land. 
• The Federal Environment Minister, Murray Watt, to commit to extending the Swan 

Bay Ramsar boundaries.  
• The Planning Minister, Sonya Kilkenny, and the Member for Bellarine, Alison 

Marchant to confirm the State Government’s commitment to the 2023 Bellarine 
Distinctive Area and Landscape Statement of Planning Policy. 

• To meet with the Coles Group General Manager Property, Fiona Mackenzie, and 
the General Manager Sustainability, Cate Harris, to discuss the proposed 
development and inspect the site. 

 
You can help: 
• Contribute your own skills and experience to our campaign. 
• Identify friends and colleagues in your network who might be able to help us and 

influence others. 
• Agree to be a signatory to relevant public statements the STOP group may make. 
• Make a financial contribution to the STOP group. 
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• Sign the petition, and forward to friends and family. 
• Write to government authorities (see the STOP website for more names and 

addresses). 
• Write to Coles (see the STOP website for more information). 
• Put up a sign (available from the Point Lonsdale Newsagency and The Bookshop 

at Queenscliff). 
• Get a bumper sticker (available from the Point Lonsdale Newsagency and The 

Bookshop at Queenscliff). 
• Follow us on Instagram and Facebook. 
• Spread the word amongst your friends, family and networks. 
 
 
https://stopprotect3225.com.au 
 

https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/stop-the-coles-supermarket-at-point-lonsdale-protect-the-bellarine
https://stopprotect3225.com.au/
https://stopprotect3225.com.au/
https://www.instagram.com/stopprotect3225?igsh=N3hqbGJ6d3pjaDl6
https://www.facebook.com/people/STOP-Pt-Lonsdale-Queenscliff-Overdevelopment/61579418978551/
https://stopprotect3225.com.au/

