‘Silent’ planning change sparks fury over Point Lonsdale Coles

A minor planning amendment has sparked fury among Point Lonsdale residents, who fear the
“stealth” change could “open the door” for Coles’s earmarked development.
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Point Lonsdale residents have accused the state government of making “quiet changes” to a
strategic planning document that they fear could pave the way for a controversial multimillion-
dollar Coles development

Coles purchased the land at the corner of Bellarine Highway and Fellows Rd last year.

The supermarket giant submitted a pre-application to the state government last year, after
earmarking the site for a multimillion-dollar development.

In February, the Minister for Planning altered wording in the Point Lonsdale Structure Plan,
specifically referencing the Coles site.

The structure plan is a document which guides and gives direction to councils, decision makers
and developers.

Since 2012, planning documents had recommended the commercially zoned land be ‘rezoned
to Special Use for tourism and accommodation’, but the amendment changed this language to
‘potential, future tourism, accommodation use’.

Organiser of community group ‘STOP Coles’ Trish Berry said residents were “deeply concerned”
the wording changes “potentially opened the door for Coles a little wider”.

“It’s diluted the direction for this particular parcel of land,” she said.

“The original plan was clear - it said the land should be rezoned for tourism use.

“That direction has now been removed and replaced with wording that is confusing and
uncertain.”
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While the proposed development remains in the pre-application enquiry stage, if approved by
Planning Minister Sonya Kilkenny, the development would bypass the need for council approval.
More than 4500 local residents have sighed a petition opposing development on the site.
“There has been a lack of transparency over this process and creates deep concerns about the
integrity of the planning system, Ms Berry said.

“The previous (structure plan) wording followed several years of public consultation and
detailed review by the City of Greater Geelong and the Borough of Queenscliffe and was tested
through an independent planning panel appointed by the State Government.”

Ms Berry said neither council had been consulted on the wording changes.

She said Ms Kilkenny’s office had told residents the wording would have no impact on any Coles
applications.

But Ms Berry said residents believed it clearly changed how the policy would be implemented in
practice.”

“If the change has no real effect, as suggested, then it is difficult to understand why the clear
wording has been replaced at all,” Ms Berry said.

Bellarine MP Alison Marchant wrote to Ms Kilkenny on Monday raising concerns the proposal did
not align with the Bellarine Distinctive Area and Landscape Statement of Planning Policy.

“The Bellarine Distinctive Area and Landscape (DAL) policy provides an essential framework to
protect what makes the Bellarine unique —its landscapes, environment, Wadawurrung living
cultural heritage, history, and coastal settlements,” she wrote.

“In the case of Point Lonsdale, the proposed Coles development raises significant concerns
due to its proximity to highly sensitive and significant landscapes, including the broader coastal
environment that defines the village’s character.”

“l have heard extensively from the local community who share my concerns that this location is
at odds with such a development.”

A Department of Transport and Planning spokesman said the amendment to the Point Lonsdale
Structure Plan did not rezone land or remove any requirement to do so.

“We have not received a formal planning application for this site; any future proposal would be
considered on its merits and be subject to community consultation,” he said.



